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BETHEL .
...iT. If.

BIOLA HOUR HIGHLIGHTS
ISSUE NO. 10
FEATURING SEPTEMBER MESSAGES

HOW TO WIN OVER WORRY
by Gerald Griffiths
We all have things that worry us. There are problems about money, work, family, health,
as well as tomorrow in general with all its potential uncertainties.
The Christians who lived in Philippi in the first century were no different, and many of
them were even suffering persecution for the sake of Christ. Still, Paul urged them,
"Don't worry about anything! 11
In His dissertation to the disciples in the so-called Sermon on the Mount, Christ told
them how to stop worrying. The cure He suggested is like the one we use for a weed
patch. Smother the undesirable growth with flowers. There are some wonderful blooms
mentioned in Philippians 4.
The first is prayer. Bring to God everything that worries you. If only we prayed about
everything how different we would be. For example, do you talk to the Lord about money
problems? The Lord has a very special concern for everything in our lives. He wants us
to burden Him with what burdens us. In great humility, remembering we deserve nothing
from God, yet in His matchless grace He has given us His beloved Son to be our Saviour.
Through Christ's sacrifice on the cross for our sins, we can come to the Lord boldly,
asking Him to help us in our times of need, both large and small.
Why do we worry? It's because of our self-centeredness and lack of faith. As an example,
when guests are coming for a meal we worry. It isn't because they may starve, but rather
we're afraid they will think we can't cook, or that our home is not as wonderful as we
would like them to think. So much of our worry is due to pride, envy, jealousy, greed,
resentment and lack of faith. We should pray, "Father, forgive me for all the times
when I have worried and turned my thoughts to myself rather than to You. Help me to
trust You for everything.
11

We are also exhorted to use supplication. This is simply asking God to give us what we
need for ourselves. Our petitions should be specific, definite and precise. The way to
worry about nothing is to pray about everything.
The next flower to plant designed to smother the weeds of worry is praise. With thanksgiving we're to let our requests be made to the Lord. Ideally we should thank God for
the circumstance causing the worry. Practice the habit of seeing causes for praise in
everything. You may not be able to see any sense in some calamities, but still present
your requests with thanksgiving.
Praise has healing powers. Here's a very practical exercise. Make a list of everything
for which you should thank God. Praise Him for all of His past mercies. If you are
particularly depressed, take a sheet of paper and write down all of His blessings to you

and your family. Name your blessings and mercies one by one. Praise the Lord for all
your present riches in Christ, as well as what's in store for you in the future. Remember
that your heavenly Father has already prepared everything you will ever need in this life
as well as in the life to come. We could rewrite the song, "Count your many blessings,
name them by the score; and it wi 11 surprise you that there are mil 1ions more!
Try it
now if you're worried or depressed. Why should you be afraid of life when your heavenly
Father takes care of everything that may concern you?
11

The next flower we need to plant in our hearts is peace to smother the weeds of worry.
This is really not something we do but rather something we receive as a result of prayer
and thanksgiving. Peace is the by-product. Someone has defined peace as the conscious
possession of adequate resources. In Christ we have all things. He wants to do for us
more than we could ask or even think. He wants to supply all our needs according to His
riches in glory. Only in the Lord can we feel adequate. The peace of God which is our
legacy always passes human understanding. We can enjoy a sense of well-being and security.
This sense of well-being will garrison your heart and mind. It will stand on guard as a
sentry.
Don't allow yourself to get spiritually run down. Pray about everything, take everything
promises. Praise Him until your heart is so full of gratitude
to the Lord and claim
and so contented that spiritual health and vitality possess your deepest recesses.
Only as you know the Lord Jesus Christ as your Saviour can you know the calm of sins
forgiven. Trust in His precious blood shed for your sins at Calvary. In this way, as
God's child, you can live moment by moment in complete dependence upon Him. Let the
Lord live in you, having complete control of your thoughts and affections. Then there
will be nothing to worry you. Remember, He does all things well.

Reverend Griffiths is a conference
speaker and author from Edinburgh,
Scotland.

Biola College
La Mirada, California
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Psalllf 37 The Psalm of Security
by Dr. A1 Sanders
Without question, all of us have problems. They range in size and number, but each can
readily cause concern about the future, and worry about personal involvements in almost
every area of our existence. The Lord Jesus in Matthew 6:34 warned His disciples, "Be
therefore not anxious about tomorrow.
The word for anxiety comes from the ori gi na 1
meaning of 11 to choke" or 11 to throttle. 11 And when we are anxious or worried about the
future, we 1 re literally choking off the faith line to God.
11

I remember seeing a cartoon sometime ago, about a woman who had gone to see her psychiatrist. She was completely distraught and couldn't find the way out. Her upset comment
was, 11 Doctor, I 1 m so worried about my son, who's so worried about~ being worried. 11 The
problem we face with worry is the fact that we're actually robbing ourselves of that
perfect tranquility which God intends we should have. You can be sure there'll be no
red tape for us to go through, when we set out to borrow trouble. We'll get it with no
difficulty at all. And, as Walter Wilson used to say, "There's one thing about inviting
troub 1e: it 11 usually accept the offer!
11

1

Psalm 37 will guide us in our study on this subject. This is a wonderful portion of
Scripture, penned under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit by David. He had known a full
life of problems, hardships, and even persecution, some from close members of his own
family. Without question, the problems he experienced are very similar to ours. How do
we look upon God's provisions for security when difficulties come?
This 37th chapter is what is known as an alphabetical Psalm. In the original, the first
letter of the several progressive stanzas in the psalm, sometimes corresponding with each
verse, will follow the Hebrew alphabet. This is a beautiful poetical invention, which
makes it not only interesting to read, but provides a great deal of ease in remembering.
And while the Hebrew alphabet is certainly different from the English, we can readily say
this psalm fits our special needs from A to Z.
Whatever may be your worries, anxieties,
frettings, or concerns, God has the answer.
11

11

How did David handle his difficulties in fretting and worry? This chapter tells us in a
very beautiful way. There's some discussion by Bible scholars as to when this chapter
was actually written. We're not given the answer specifically, yet verse 25 would
indicate to me that David wrote these words in his later years. One of the most beautiful
testimonies concerning the provisions of God amidst rising costs, spiraling inflation,
out-of-sight taxation and the energy crunch, was· when David could say, 11 I have been young,
and now am old, yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken nor his seed begging for bread.
His many experiences of faith gave him the right to be our tutor in these similar problems
we face no~ or in the future.
Verse l puts the problem right on the line.

11

Fret not thyself because of evildoers,
3

11

neither be thou envious against the workers of iniquity. 11 Webster defines the word 11 fret 11
as "being eaten away, or having something gnaw at you: that which constantly rubs or
chafes. 11 One person has translated this, "Don't let yourself into a stew. 11 It's very
easy to find plenty of things to upset and irritate us. The important thing to see is
that it's a definite command given by the Holy Spirit. It's as though He was almost
demanding in love, "Stop fretting, and don't ever do it again. 11 So the first precept
is: don't worry, don't be anxious, don't let your heart burn, fume or become vexed.
John Bunyan, that great saint of God who was used to write the book Pilgrims' Progress,
has aptly pointed out; "Nature is very apt to kindle a fire of jealousy and envy when it
sees lawbreakers riding on horses, and obedient subjects walking in the mire. 11 We might
put it on a more commonplace basis. Why is it that someone else gets to drive a
Continental and I have a Corvair? How is it that someone else has a Cadillac and I have
a Comet? Why is it that someone else has a Mercedes-Benz and I have a Maverick? You see,
the problem is, we're not to equate the events of this day in the light of all eternity.
There can be absolutely no comparison whatsoever!
Suppose at a county fair you see a hog which has won all sorts of prizes. It has won
blue ribbons, shining metals, and beautiful garlands of green adorning its neck. Would
you envy any of those virtually worthless trinkets or the momentary acclaim and stature
the animal has been given? Not if you paused long enough to realize it had simply been
fattened up to be led off to the butcher. This is the way it is with the individual who
is classified as an evil doer in the Lord's sight. This is representative of one who is
not in the will of God; he has not bowed himself to the presence and glory of God.
Solomon,
in writing the book of Proverbs, was led by the Holy Spirit to declare similarly,
11
Let not thine heart envy sinners 11 (23: 17), and again, "Fret not thyself because of evil
men, neither be thou envious of the wicked 11 (24:19).
Without question there's a great danger in envy. Envy simply means, "discontent at the
excellence or good fortune of another. 11 When you get right down to it, it was envy which
caused the first murder, when Cain killed his brother Abel.
Basically, there are two things most of us just can't stand; our own failure and someone
else's success. Here's David's practical warning, "Don't set your pattern after such
people; don't get in a stew because of how they seem to be prospering."
In verse 2, David rightly explains something more about the end result for those who
turned themselves away from God. He declares, "For they shall soon be cut down like the
If you've recently had anything to do with mowing
grass, and wither like the green herb.
the lawn, you know that some blades of grass always rise much higher than others. They
may even be among the more energetic weeds in the lawn. But when that rotary piece of
steel hits, those tallest are cut down at the same level as the smallest. It makes absolutely no difference. And amazingly no one can ever put those blades back; no surgery
will ever restore them to their previous heighth and degree of growth. It's like trying
to unscramble a scrambled egg! The Psalmist tells us, so shall the wicked be. Some may be
extremely prosperous, others only moderately so. Still there are some just striving;
they can't get ahead. The standing makes absolutely no difference. In any case, they'll
all be cut down equally. For the Bible reminds us, 11 He that believeth not is condemned
a1ready.
Literally, he has condemned himself, 11 because he has not be 1i eved in the name
of the only begotten Son of God.
11

11

11

In the Bible, we're repeatedly reminded of the brevity of life. Job looked upon his
situation in two ways, He said, 11 My days are swifter than a weaver's shuttle. 11 And then
he went on to comment, 11 My 1i fe is but a wind, just a breath (Job 7: 6, 7). Moses faced
the reality of life's termination when he observed, 11 We spend our years as a tale that is
told. 11
11

4

The word I want to underscore in verse
be cut down.
The reward comes before
arrest. When it comes, there'll be no
such as, Now I lay me down to sleep.
sweep they are gone.
11

11

11

two is the fourth. It says, "For they shall soon
anyone possibly expects it. Death is a sudden~
time for the individual weakly to offer a prayer
No, the wicked are cut down quickly, with one

James Harry has written a three-act play which is most interesting. The first scene has
two newlyweds going into the office of an attorney. They ask him to prepare a will for
them. The document is -properly designed to leave all to the wife. The second act takes
place 25 years later. The husband and wife have now decided generously to leave what
they have amassed to selected charitable institutions. Finally, the third scene supposedly
takes place 25 years later, at the half-century mark. Sadly, the wife is now dead. This
time the man gives his attorney a list of six people, whom he least likes. In bitterness
and hatred, he explains, Let them have the curse of my money. What a portrayal of
life's heartaches with money. The truth is, you can't really fill a man's soul even with
the entire universe, if you don't put God into it first of all. This second verse of
Psalm 37 clearly points out those who have rejected Jesus Christ as Saviour will be cut
down completely and wither like the green grass. Man dies and his name rots. How complete an end is made of an individual who has boasted that he has no end. It is nothing
more than hollow mockery~
11

11

The second precept is found in verse three, "Trust in the Lord and do good; so shalt thou
dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt be fed.
The New American Standard Bible
translates this, "Cultivate faithfulness, trust, lean upon, rely on and be confident in
the Lord. Dr. A. C. Gaebelein put it this way:
Trust simply means to feed on God's
faithfulness day by day.
You see, this isn't a duty, something we're forced to perform.
Rather, when you get right down to it, it's a precious exercise of faith. Faith is simply
committing everything we have and everything we are into the powerful hands of God
Almighty. Someone has translated the word faith, making an acrostic out of it to read,
"Forsaking All, I Trust Him.
FAITH.
11

11

11

11

11

When we worry, it shows complete self-centeredness and a lack of genuine faith. For
instance, if you've ever had to get up and present a devotion, or a message, or sing a
song, you know the feeling. Have you been afraid, have you been worried? Is it because
you think the people listening won't have anything to do to fill up the time? No, of course
not. You're afraid they'll think you're not the very best singer or speaker around. Let
me say it again and underscore it at the same time. Worry is self-centeredness. It shows
a lack of faith, and in the sight of God it is a sin. Never forget that fact.
verse 3 gives us the proper order. Hotice it is Trust in the Lord and do good.
Never try to reverse that situation. It is always trust and do good. not do good and
then trust. One produces while the other proves. And this is why the message of James,
showing that works simply prove our faith, is so eminently clear. It is not, in any sense,
in opposition to Paul's teaching about faith without works for salvation. The two are
equal in their relationship; each sees the substance from a different perspective. Faith
will cure fretting. But when you get right down ~o it, sight can often be cross-eyed.
It views things as they seem, not necessarily as they really are. That's why we have to
use the eye of faith, to look upon the Lord, and to be confident in His desire to meet
our needs day by day.
i~ow,

11

11

When we stop to realize it, the only meritorious thing we can possibly do is to trust in
the Lord. Paul wrote to the Ephesian church, For by grace are ye saved through faith;
and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God; not of works, lest any man should
boast.
You've recited it before, but have you ever fully realized faith is the gift of
God. Everything we have, everything we are, has graciously come from our heavenly Father.
If you would do good in this life, it's not so much following the Golden Rule, as it
is following the One who gave the Golden Rule.
11

11

11

11

5

The results are absolutely tremendous. Notice the promi se i s we shall dwell i n the land,
and verily we shall be fe d. The word for dwell 11 there doesn't mean to take up an abode
in an over-night stand , as one would stay at Howard Johnson ' s or at a Holiday Inn. Rather
the root meaning in the original signifies settling down and doing so in peace, contentment and security. There is not a single worry about wh at may happen on the outs i de. If
we want to dwell in the presence of the Lord, it's actual ly a case of living in His
presence right now. If we' re not really fulfilling that requirement of Scripture
t rusting in the Lo rd we miss the contentment, peace and sec urity that God desires for
our lives .
11

11

11

I read the other day whe re, if it were possible, you coul d take the moisture of a dense
f og, which mig ht bl anket a mile of a city, to a depth of say 100 feet. Now all of that
mo istu re could be t aken, condensed, and placed in one singl e water glass. Think of it !
The moisture in a dense fog, blanketing an entire square mile of a city, to the depth of
100 feet all over, can be brought down into but one drinki ng tumbler. Similarly, this is
why worry so often clo uds our vision. It knocks our perspective all out of kilter. And
if our worries about the f ut ure were reduced as this fog has been condensed to moisture,
I ' m sure most all of them wou ld fit into something far smaller than this drinking glass.
Davi d could al so say , by i ns piration of the Holy Spirit, Verily, thou shalt be fed. 11
Verily means with a def in ite certainty. This is the insu rance policy. or the confident
assurance God has given . Again, underscore in your mind, He's never broken even one of
His promises, nor slacked off to any degree. We shall be fed. Notice, a little late r in
verse 25, one of the test i mon ies I've always enjoyed an d appreciated from the lips of the
Psalmist reminds us, 1 have been young, and now am old; yet have I not seen the ri ghteous
forsaken, nor His seed beg gi ng bread.
Paul expressed in the fourth chapter of his letter
to the church at Philippi, "My God shall supply all yo ur need, according to His riches in
glory by Christ Jesus .
11

11

11

11

11

11

--

The historian , Arnold Toynbee, has taken a very pessimistic and dim view of what the
future' s going t o be like. He claims, and probably rightl y so, that we'll soon be running
out of food. He cla ims that the land will no longer be able to yield its products by
the end of the 80's . And, perhaps somewhere in the 90's , the sea will deteriorate into
comp l et e useles sness. Historian Toynbee concluded his remarks with three simple words:
"Not much hope ~" Humanly speaking, I have a feeling he may be right.
But I te ll you, there are wo rds of encouragement far more brilliant and reassuring t han
those of the wises t historians. They are very simply, "Verily thou shalt be fed. 11 Keep
in mind that the word fed 11 here can mean more than just t he physical nourishment for
one's body. Life i s fa r more than eating, drinking and making merry. That all-important
spiritual growth which we experience as believers can never be a static thing. As you
look at your own life, from a spiritual standpoint, either you're going ahead for the
Lord, or you're sh r iveling up.
11

In verse four we ' re enj oi ned to Delight thyself in the Lord, and He shall give thee the
des i res of thine heart.
We want the desires of our heart, rather than starting with
the primary precept of delighting ourselves in the Lord. Don't ever try to swi t ch these
around. It doesn't mean we can have whatever we want.
11

11

I remember, before we were married, it seemed to me I only wanted things for myself. But
in these past 26 years of bei ng together with my wife, I 've discovered that it's more
impo r tant for me to want thin gs which Margaret and I can use together. She's the same
way . I'd never hesitate for a moment letting her have charge of the money. I know I can
trust her to get those things which will be of mutual int erest. She wants to make me
happy , and I want to do the same for her.
The point of all this i s si mply, when we desire more than anything else God's will for
6

our lives, and when we want God's truth to be evident in our lives, we'll have no need
to worry about the desires 9f our hearts. When we delight in the Lord, our desires become
His desires. I wonder, when you stop to think about it, could you say that this would
characterize your relationship to the Lord? Do you find that your extreme satisfaction
constantly, daily, is based upon Him? Do you find pleasurable emotions, the things that
excite you, in the realization of the nearness of God at every hand? Your part is to
delight and find satisfaction in Him. God's part is to give you what is His best for
your life.
It was said of Martin Luther, whose heart was full of faith and trust in the Lord, that
he could have whatever he wanted of God. I wonder if that could be said of my life and
your life today? Our innermost desires are meant here, not our casual or capricious
wishes. Are you so delighting in the Lord, that because of it you can have anything or
whatever you want of the Almighty? The Psalmist confessed, "One thing have I desired of
the Lord, that will I seek after, that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days
of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in His temple (27:4).
11

We should point out there are certain things which will keep us from delighting in the
Lord. All of them can be sumnarized in that one familiar black word, sin
When Adam
and Eve, through disobedience, fell in the garden of Eden they could no longer find their
delight in the Lord. Something dire had come between them. God had enjoyed previously
the consistent evening fellowship with them, walking in the garden. But now, having
been alienated from their Creator, they were rightly afraid. There was lurking fear in
their hearts. And the same is true in our normal experiences of life.
11

11

•

Take for instance, your relationship in the home or with your friends. If a problem has
come up and you're not able to talk about it, a definite coldness will evolve. You won't
be able to enjoy your former close relationships, and possibly if it's something of a
domestic difficulty, you can't enjoy life itself. You can put this down as a solid fact.
The only time you can find true delight and contentment in life is when things are
absolutely right between one another. This is why sin can easily keep you from finding
your delight in the Lord. We need to take the time to find our delight in the Saviour.
Now the 5th verse is the next precept God has graciously given to us, "Commit thy way
unto the Lord, trust also in Him, and He shall bring it to pass.
11

I saw a cartoon in the newspaper not too long ago. It showed a car, obviously heading
along a back road somewhere, and the man who was driving said to his wife, 1 think
we're on the wrong road. Sut, we're making such good time . • . what d'ya say .•• let's
just keep right on going!
When our way is established by the Lord, when we're trusting
fully in Him, indeed delighting in Him, when we're not fretting about evildoers, when
we've comnitted our entire way to Him, then we don't need to be worried about being on
the wrong road. _ God's going to keep us and guide us faithfully and unerringly. The
trouble is, while we know we're to cornnit everything to the Lord we often pick the burdens
up again and go right on carrying them.
11

11

Experts have estimated of the things worrying the average individual, 40 percent of them
will probably never happen, and 30 percent of them are already past. All the worry in
the world certainly can't change what's already taken place. That takes care of 70
percent. Twelve percent of the things that worry us are needless worries about our health.
There really isn't that much of a problem. Then, 10 percent of our worries experts have
diagnosed are petty, miscellaneous worries. Finally, there are probably no more than 8
percent out of the things that worry us which are the ones that might possibly legitimately
deserve our concern and some thoughtful approach. Now, the trick is to determine that
8 percent from the 100 percent, and concentrate on it! When we look at our worries en
masse, it makes them seem absolutely impenetrable. It's like a large crowd at a football
or baseball game. You look at that sea of humanity and wonder how you're possibly going
7

t o get through them. When you get to the crowd, you make your way one person at a time ,
and be fore you know it, you've gone through the entire multitude. And so, when we
approach our worries we commit them to the Lord, and He gives us the strength, the
ability, t he i nsight and the guidance to face them, one at a time.
Let' s t hi nk about that word 11 commit 11 for a moment. Suppose, I take a letter and dec ide
t o ma il i t to a friend in some distant city. I've felt generous and wanted to hel p out
my f riend with a check he can use for whatever his needs may be. After having deposi ted
my l etter in the box, I begin to be concerned. Is that blue mailbox secure enough?
Will any rain get inside? Is it possible that somebody might come along and steal it?
So I ta ke a watch post, sitting in my car carefully scrutinizing the box until the
mailman comes along on his route and picks it up. I still don't know what might happen ,
so I follow him and his truck to the downtown station. After all, suppose he had a
wreck ? Or, what if somebody robbed him? They could steal my check and letter. Even
tho ugh the mailman gets back to the station satisfactorily, I'm really beginning to get
ups et . I decide the situation may be desperate, so I go into the office and ask t o see
the po stmaster. My question's quite simple, 11 I want to know if you can possibly check
to f i nd out if my letter is safe? Could you bring it to me so I can see it? If you
just show it to me, and personally guarantee that you'll hand stamp and cancel it, and
send it on to the next postmaster in the city of its destination, I think I can stop my
worri es. 11
Of cours e , all of this is ludicrous! And yet, when you stop to think about it, in a
sen se this is the way we treat God. We're to commit everything we have and everything
we are to Him.
So of ten we' re extremely selfish, wanting our own way and wanting it l~OW! It's very
much li ke the old illustration of the Gypsy who was observed each day taking a rather
straight stick, throwing it into the air, and when it came down, studying its position
very carefully, trying to determine in which direction it pointed. Someone asked her
why she was following such an unusual ritual. She responded very indignantly, as if
eve ryone should know. Rather impatiently she reported, "This is the way I determine
which direction I should head.
Whenever she had finished everything she had wanted to
do in that particular city, she'd decide to move on~ Not knowing which way to head,
she would throw the stick in the air, and whichever way it pointed when it landed, she
would move in that direction. The individual who asked her about this habit was rather
shocked that anyone would fashion his life in such a manner. There was one thing that
stil l didn ' t make sense. Why did she keep doing it over and over again? Her respons e
was , 11 I keep throwing the stick into the air, but when it lands it always points in
th at direction over there. What I want to do is go in this di rec ti on over here.
11

11

I think sometimes in our lives we're constantly wanting to go our own way, having God
fol l ow us, rather than committing ourselves completely to Him. In II Timothy 1 :12 we
read that promise and beautiful confidence which well up in the heart of the apostle
Paul. This portion of Scripture is what has been known typically as his swan song",
since perhaps it was the last epistle written by the elderly apostle before God called
him home. Lis ten to his unshakable testimony, "For I know in whom I have believed, and
am persuaded that He is able to keep that which I've committed unto Him against that day.
It's elementary, but extremely fundamental: God will only keep that which~ commit.
The Psalmist in the 55th chapter, verse 22, urges us, Cast thy burden upon the Lord.
In other words, really unload it on Him, and He will sustain. Satisfaction and contentment in life can come in no other way.
11

11

I like the little poem that goes,
I dare not choose my lot,
I would not if I might.
8

11

11

But choose Thou for me, Oh, my God,
And so shall I walk aright.
Have you ever stopped to realize that one of the kindest things God ever did for us was
to put a curtain over our tomorrows? I read the other day, that it's easier to ride a
bicycle up hill at night than during the daytime. The reason is that at night the way
the light is shining, we'll only see a few feet ahead of us. And as we do, we feel we
can keep pressing on. But in the daytime, we may see the hill, which totally seems
insurmountable. Similarly, whenever a great task appears as a whole, we may visualize
it as almost beyond accomplishment. But, when we break it down into smaller portions
and different segments, we find that the goal is obtainable. So as we commit ourselves
to the Lord, He's going to give us the strengt~to achieve what His eternal purposes
are for our lives, and He does it in such a way as to bring glory to His own name.
Here's how Paul put it, 11 We faint not. The inward man is renewed day by day. 11
In verse 6, there's an interesting commentary concerning our testimony for the world.
Of course, it comes as a result of following these precepts which are carefully
established in the first five verses. We read, 11 And He (that is, God) shall bring forth
thy righteousness (this refers to the one who is trusting, delighting, and committing
himself to God), as the light, and thy justice (or actually the judgment that has been
used) as the noonday. 11 That needn't sound confusing. It simply gives us a picture of
the way in which the Lord will use our witness before others. How much do your neighbors
really know about you and your stand for Christ? Are they aware of the testimony which
you've 11 sought to maintain? Are you consistent in your manner of life? The question may
come, Does it really pay to serve God? Is there any value in obeying the law and doing
that which is right?
Here's a wonderful verse of promise which verifies that it will
be made evident in the Lord's own time. Notice, it s God s righteousness, however,
without question, we'd never want our own works of righteousness to be seen. The Bible
tells us that they're as filthy rags. What an apt description. They're filthy because
we re simply infested with the disease of sin over and over again. They re rags
because they don t cover us.
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The word 11 righteousness in this verse represents the imputed righteousness which we
receive as a free gift from Jesus Christ because of our faith in the Saviour. The
Living Bible makes this read, as a paraphrase, Your innocence will be clear to everyone. God will vindicate you with the blazing light of justice, shining down as from
the noonday sun.
God will vindicate His servants. So, when you're tempted to ask
yourself, is it worth it, while you may never articulate these words to anyone else,
even to a friend and perhaps not even to God, still the question may cross your mind,
11
Doesn t anybody know about the amount of good I do? Of course, God knows, and He s
going to bring it to light with the brilliance of His full revelation. Dear Abby had
a column recently in which she encouraged her readers to try to do something good every
single day. The secret was, however, not to let anyone else know about it. And, if
by chance anyone did find out, then that particular good deed wouldn't be counted.
Another would have to be attempted. Our service for Christ isn ' t based whatsoever on
good deeds. On the other hand, because we have trusted, delighted, and committed
everything to the Lord, God will bring glory to His own name as a resul1: of this practical outworking of our faith.
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Between verses six and seven there is a natural break in the original stanzas. Verse
seven presents the next extremely important precept. "Rest in the Lord, and wait
patiently for Him; fret not thyself because of him who prospereth in his way, because
of the man who bringeth wicked devices to pass. 11 In a sense, it's as though we 1 re
beginning now the second stanza of Psalm 37. He has already told us in verse one that
we shouldn 1 t fret. How sad that such an exhortation would even be necessary for the
Spirit of God to present. But here in verse seven, David has to tell us the same truth
the second time.
9

To carry out this fifth precept, "rest in the Lord, requires the strength and power of
the Holy Spirit working within us. You remember David, in the 23rd Psalm, has to say
as a sheep in the confident protection of the shepherd, He, God, maketh me to lie down
in green pastures. Have you ever stopped to think what a strange thing that is? How
very odd a necessity to be made to lie down. The very thing ordinarily bringing contentment to sheep, would be green pastures. But you see, in our human frailties and
reasonings, we don't really know what's good for us, as well as what might be harmful.
That's why sometimes the Lord has to make us lie down in green pastures; sometimes He
has to make us rest in Him.
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In this word rest we find a truth which signifies placing one's entire body, soul and
spirit confidently in God's keeping. St. Jerome, the divine of old, translated this,
"Hold thee still.
We are people who never seem to be contented. We're always agitated
and moving about. Restin~ in the Lord is a place of freedom from strenuous activity;
it's where we can find protective shelter and comfortable lodging. As we all know,
these human bodies are made for only so much work. Then, it's necessary to rest. God
set the example for us in the six days of creation. On the seventh He rested. This is
the pattern for us to follow.
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1fow, literally, the original of this verse seven would give us the shade of meaning,
Be silent to the Lord.
Do you realize how much murmuring, complaining, fault-finding,
criticizing, and cynicism are on the lips of so many Christians today? David, in a
later Psalm, testifies, Truly my soul waiteth upon God; from Him cometh my salvation"
(62:1). 1fotice even the preposition used here. It's not rest on the Lord, but it's
rest in the Lord. Our strength may be little, but we can findour sustaining benefit
in reclining with our full weight down upon the Saviour. Stay yourself patiently upon
Him, not moving about, not struggling for your own supremacy of the flesh, but committing
your heart totally to the Lord, and trusting completely in Him.
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Rest in the Lord~ Zechariah at this point rightly reminds us, it's not by might nor by
power, but by my spirit saith the Lord of Hosts (4:6). God always provides the needed
strength.
We need to be patient. You cannot take a crash course in serenity. The Lord wants to
give us His perfect strength, and we'll have to take it in the way in which He's
promised to give it. Is the strain too great? Think about this. Soil is simply rock
plus crushing. Steel is no more than iron plus fire. Flour is but wheat after it has
been pulverized. Glass was formerly sand to which the intense blast was subjected.
And there's no telling what the Lord can make of your life and what He desires to do in
and through you, when you make certain that everything you have and are is thoroughly
and unalterably committed to His hands.
There's a beautiful verse which states,
I needed the quiet, so He took me aside,
Into the shadows where we could confide;
Away from the bustle, where all the day long
I hurried and worried, when active and strong.
I needed the quiet, no prison my bed,
But a beautiful valley of blessing instead;
A place to grow richer, in Jesus to hide;
I needed the quiet, so He drew me aside.
Verse seven also teaches the need for waiting patiently. ifo one likes to have to stand
or to have something put off. Paul wrote to the church in Colossae the earnest
prayer of his heart. His desire was that they all should be strengthened with all
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might to all patience. And to the saints at Thessalonica, he was desirous that the
people all around them might take exemplary note of their "patience of hope.
Paul then
told the believers at Rome that through tribulation and trials patience would be worked
out in their lives.
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When my wife and I were married, back in 1948, we took as our life verse Hebrews 10:36.
This so very practically states, "For ye have need of patience, after that ye have done
the will of God, ye might receive the promise.
Of the thousands of testimonies given
in the Bible, which are really covenant promises the Lord has for all of us as His
believing children, each of them has a corresponding responsibility which must be completely fulfilled. We have need of patience, but it's after we have done the will of
God that we are to receive the Lord's promise.
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How, the word for "patience" isn't a picture of someone sitting down, nervously chewing
his finger nails, wondering if things will ever be resolved. Rather, I think we can
see this as rather symbolic of an individual who is living in constant expectation of
something desired which will soon take place. This is what David's talking about.
"Wait patiently, be constantly expecting that God is going to do something through you
and in you and for you that is beyond anything you could possibly hope or imagine.
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We mutter, we sputter, we fume and we spurt;
We mumble, we grumble, our feelings get hurt.
We can't understand things, our vision grows dim,
When all that we need is a moment with Him.
Are you really waiting patiently, not for some event to transpire, but for God Himself
to work in your life? You don't need to wonder, you don't need to doubt, there is no
need to be concerned on your part. The Lord is going to keep His promise right down to
the last jot and tittle. David assured his heart, My soul wait thou only upon God, for
my expectation is from Him (62:5). Also, in an earlier chapter, he gave the testimony,
"I waited patiently for the Lord, and He inclined unto me and heard my cry.
"Patiently
steady yourself upon Him, 11 the Amplified Bible has it. Really, this is one of the
hardest things we have to do. If David just hadn't modified the verb, it wouldn't be
nearly so hard to put into practice. If he had simply told us, Rest in the Lord and
wait for Him,·' I could have done that without much trouble. But, having added that
word "patiently," it indicates the exact manner in which we're expected to find our
faith posture, and the way in which we can anticipate God to operate. Webster says
that patience simply means to bear or to endure pain, trials, or the like.
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I forget now where it was, but I remember hearing about a business man who had this
little motto, "Yard by yard, life is hard. But, inch by inch, life is a cinch!" In
other words, the axiom is simply saying, When the going gets tough, hang on a little
longer.
Down in Nashville, Tennessee, there's a hospital which gives this word to
their patients who come in. They' re very frank to tell them, Don 1 t pile all of your
tomorrows on just one today!" I like that. Let me give it to you again! "Don't pile
all of your tomorrows on just one today.
In other words, wait for God to handle it,
and to give the blessed answer which He knows we each need. "Fret not thyself because
of him who prospereth . . . and look at those next three words . . . in his ~.
You see,
it's definitely not God's way. It's this individual's personal way. Now then, since
it isn't the Lord's way, it can never be brought to any fruitful or, more specifically,
eternal conclusion. One more modern translation of the Bible makes it read, "Do not
strive to outdo the successful.
In our modern vernacular we would say, "Don't try to
keep up with the Joneses.
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Doctors have indicated that constant worry and apprehension is physically harmful.
Brooding over troubles, real or imaginary, may easily result in the added problems of
such things as stomach ulcers, high blood pressure, nervous tension, and other untold
11

related illnesses. Worry is really fear's extravagance. It's like paying the interest
on trouble which may never even come to you. Anxiety drains the energy and saps the
strength. Abundant grace is God-given for our daily needs. Therefore, to use up today's
on tomorrow's unknowns is sinful waste.
Now we want to look at just a couple of other penetrating words which we trust may be
an encouragement. The next precept is more of a negative idea. It commands us, "Cease
from anger, and forsake wrath. Fret not thyself in any wise to do evil.
How easy it
is for Christians, yes born-again believers, to get upset, to raise the roof and to lose
their temper. Hate is like acid. It can do far more harm in the container in which it
is stored, than on the object on which it is poured.
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Webster reminds us that anger is always excited by a sense of injury or insult. That's
why, in the i~ew Testament, we read Paul's words, under the inspiration of the Spirt of
God, Let not the sun go down on your wrath.
Later with the church at Ephesus, they're
appropriately reminded, Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and evil
I understand that if a rattlesnake is
speaking be put away from you with all malice.
ever cornered it can become so frenzied that it may even accidentally bite itself with
its fangs. Isn't it strange that whenever we get angry we can only think of injuring
our enemies. But in the final analysis in reality, we have hurt only ourselves. Too
many of us with pet peeves and nursing grudges are willing to bury the hatchet, but we
want the handle to be still sticking out of the ground. In this way we can remember
our reasons for being mad and upset.
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Are we really interested in getting the full victory, and finding joy in the Lord
through the forgiveness of another's shortcomings? Paul also told the church at
Colossae, But now, ye also, put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy
communications out of your mouth.
Look at that again and see what heads the list.
Anger, wrath, malice (3:8). Not a very pleasant trio. Now, someone may ask, Well,
can't we sometimes, and don't we need to be, 'righteously indignant 1 ? The problem to
be faced is that we look at things completely different than the Lord does. We get mad
at sinners rather than their sin. God's just the opposite. He has extreme and divine
love for the sinner, while He has absolutely no tolerance, and rightly so, for the sin.
11

11

11

11

We aren't to give place to the devil. Yet, we do when we become angry. When we experience this type of life, we're definitely letting satan have the upper .hand. We need
to be like the little girl who, when tempted by the devil, was heard to scold, Get thee
behind me, satan, and don't you push~
Here again is David's resolute command, "Cease
from anger.
Stop it altogether.
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He goes on to pluck at this same chord again, Forsake wrath.
Literally turn your back
on it. According to Webster, wrath is violent anger and rage. Anger displayed anywhere
is madness, but here it is aggravated insanity for a believer to so live. We are admonished absolutely to forsake wrath, to turn our backs upon it. Proverbs 27:3 reminds
us, A stone is heavy and the sand is weighty, but a fool's wrath is heavier than both.
In the wisdom of the preacher from Ecclesiastes 7:9 we find, Anger resteth in the
bosom of fools.
The Lord Jesus reminded His disciples, and ultimately we ourselves
with them, in Matthew 5:22, I say unto you that Whosoever is angry with his brother,
without cause, shall be in danger of judgment.
And when Paul described to Titus the
requirements of church leaders, he prescribes that a bishop is not to be soon angry.
The Living Bible is also forceful, Stop your anger; turn off your wrath, don't fret and
worry, it only leads to harm.
Remember, you'll never be able to get rid of your temper
simply by losing it.
For only those are happy
And keep their peace of mind,
Who guard themselves from hatred
And words that are unkind.
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Peace doesn't come by force. It's a product of what we find in verse seven. In fact
in this entire chapter. Peace results from committing and resting. You'll never have
a tranquil spirit by telling yourself that you've got to have it, because, after all,
it belongs to you. A calm spirit doesn't come through militancy! Peace is rather a
conscious possession of the adequate · resources God has given to us. Knowing these we
can rest completely in what He has provided for our good and benefit.
Now, the last part of this verse reminds us that we're not to be fretful, looking back
at verse seven, because of the individual who brings wicked devices to pass. And in
verse nine we have the explanation why. Let me read it, For evil doers shall be cut
off, but those who wait upon the Lord shall inherit the earth." Let your eyes go down
a little farther in this same 37th chapter. Notice in verse 22 it speaks of the fact
that of such as are blessed by Him shall inherit the earth, and they that are cursed
by Him shall be cut off. We find other similar testimonies in such places as the 25th
chapter. In verse 13 the writer reminds us, "His soul shall dwell at ease.
This has
reference to the one who truly puts his reverential trust in the Lord. And then we
also read, "His seed shall inherit the earth. 11 Once again, over in Proverbs, the
second chapter, verse 21, we' re encouraged by the statement, "For the upright shall
dwell in the land and the perfect shall remain in it.
Isaiah 60:21 is similar to this
as well, "Thy people shall also be righteous; they shall inherit the land forever, the
branch of my planting, the work of my hands, that I may be glorified."
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Keep in mind that these verses have both a spiritual as well as a dispensational application. The 37th chapter is a prophetic Psalm, beginning with promises to God's chosen
people, Israel. The land is the hope of God's earthly people. The hope of the Church
is heaven. Our expectation is the heavenly Jerusalem. And the fact of the matter is,
that when we are reigning with Christ, it's not so much that we are to be reigning on
the earth, but rather over the earth.
So the primary teaching here, from a dispensational standpoint, is a promise to God's
chosen nation Israel for the future. But also it contains a tremendous devotional
application to believers of every age. We are to realize that those who have turned
their back on God, eventually will be done away with. And as we wait upon the Lord,
He has a spiritual inheritance which will certainly someday all be ours.
Evil here refers to all those who have not come by God's way of trusting in Christ's
finished work on Calvary's cross. The faith way to find eternal salvation is what
Scripture teaches. To be cut off means to be absolutely terminated. There's no hope
after death for any change in man's location of existence for all eternity. After we
expire physically, there's absolutely no second chance! Therefore, in verse five of
Psalm one we understand what is meant by, The ungodly shall not stand in the judgment."
There will be no one acquitted at the great white throne of God. All will be condemned
and consigned to eternal damnation in hell.
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You know, there's a lot of unhappiness and loneliness in this old world. Those who have
money may seem to be sublimely happy, but if you could analyze the problems faced, I'm
sure you'd be amazed and doubtless completely disillusioned at their difficulties.
Billy Graham has observed, No other peop 1e run so hard to keep from being a1one as do
we Americans. We join clubs, and attend extravagant sporting events, hurrying from
cocktail parties, to night clubs, crowding concert halls, overflowing museums, swarming
through busy streets and onto jammed highways, yet all of this is to no avail. We are
lonely still.
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It was John Bunyan, author of Pilgrims' Progress, who came to realize rightly, Passion
has his good things first, and they are soon over. Patience has his good things last,
and they remain forever!
Notice that tremendous contrast.
Evil doers shall be cut
off, but those who wait upon the Lord shall inherit the earth.
What we have here is
11
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John Calvin suggested as a translation of this passage, "Thy (meaning the saints) shall
live in such a manner that the blessing of God will follow them even to the grave.
I
think that's beautiful. Yes, this is the blessed inheritance for those who wait upon
the Lord.
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Some years ago Dr. Henry C. Morrison told how he had come home from one of his many
travels as a missionary. For years he labored faithfully, carrying the Gospel banner
to other lands. Being ill, he had to come home and arrived back in New York aboard the
same ship that had brought President Teddy Roosevelt from one of his safaris to Africa.
Thousands of people swarmed the Manhattan docks to greet the illustrious hunter-statesman.
But there wasn't a single individual there to welcome home the ailing Dr. Morrison. The
devil started tempting him with the observation, Aha, see how they greet the men of the
world. And you, one of God's choice servants, after being so faithful, there's not even
one single soul who's come here to encourage you.
Despondent and dejected, Dr. Morrison
boarded the train for his home in Wilmore, Kentucky. And after many more weary and
lonely hours, he arrived at his final destination. No one from his family met him. For
some reason there had been a delay of information concerning the time of his arrival.
His heart ached even more as he hailed a taxi cab to get a ride to his house. Humanly
speaking, he certainly had every reason to complain. It was then that he was hit with
a most wonderful realization. Teddy Roosevelt was coming home to America. Hence, there
were crowds to meet him. But Dr. Morrison discovered that he wasn't home yet. His
house was in Kentucky but his home was in that city whose builder and maker is God. This
too, shall be the eternal dwelling place for all those who have made Jesus Christ their
residency by faith.
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How long will it be before this realization becomes fulfilled? We'll notice that "For
yet a little while, when the wicked shall not be, yea thou shalt diligently consider
his place and it shall not be (verse 10). In the final analysis, what is a "little
while"? What are the days, the weeks, the months, the years, making up the expanse of
time when it is compared to eternity?
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The Psalmist tells us, "The wicked shall not be.
Job expresses it this way (24:24),
"They are exalted for a little while, but are gone and brought low.
They are taken
out of the way; like all others they are cut off like the tops of the ears of corn.
Here is the earnest exhortation diligently to consider. Stop and think about it. Do
you really do that, or does someone else getting ahead, just somehow bother you, and
gnaw at your vitals? One of the best pictures we can possibly find on the reality of
life after death is in the 16th chapter of the Gospel of Luke. Here the rich man and
Lazarus are both facing eternity. The rich man in hades, the temporary place of conscious torment, while Lazarus is in Abraham's bosom, or Paradise, which is the abode of
the righteous dead. This was before Christ's resurrection and hades was composed of
two separate compartments. Stop and consider what their end result shall be. Job
expressed it, too, that he shall return no more to this house, neither shall his place
know him anymore (7:10). How quickly great men can be totally forgotten. (And if you
don't believe that, just ask any one of their widows.) The glitter of the wicked is
not true gold; it's simply fool's gold.
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Then, finally, to conclude our studies on Psalm 37, verse 11 reminds us of the stance
we should take as believers in Jesus Christ. Here is our important posture, But the
meek shall inherit the earth, and shall delight themselves in the abundance of peace.
Dwight L. Moody observed that "The beginning of greatness is to be little. The exercise
You see, humility isn't having low thoughts of yourof greatness is to be nothing.
self. The actual fact is, real humility isn't thinking about yourself at all.
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The word meek, as far as Webster's dictionary is concerned, tells us to be patient
under injuries, to be long-suffering. And meekness is certainly one of the chiefest
parts of holiness. No garment is more becoming in a child of God than the cloak of
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humility.
Humility, this is what is required of the one who would find delight in the abundance
of peace. God's seen to it that this earth is going to be worth having. And mark it
down well, none shall have it but the redeemed. When you get right down to it, who wants
it now, with all the problems confronting the world? There's going to be an abundance
of peace when God's rule is set up in the person of His Son Jesus Christ. Righteousness
shall cover the earth as the water covers the sea. Psalm 72:7 reads, "In his days shall
the righteous flourish, and abundance of peace as long as the moon endures.
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In the last 3000 years there have been but about two decades, twenty-one years out of
three millenniums, with some sort of relative peace. In the world today, according to
U.S. News an9_ World Report, there are at least 28 different con!lagrati?ns_g?ing on
between tribes, races, countries, or nations. And, of course, in many 1nd1v1duals
lives, there are potential conflicts that constantly war and cause defeat and degradation. Webster tells us that peace is a pact or an agreement to end hostilities between
those who have been at war or in a state of hostility. Also it means freedom from
fears, agitating passions and moral conflicts.
1

President Harry Truman, during the dark days of World War II, used to retreat not to
Camp David but rather to what he called "the foxhole of his mind. In his memoirs he
tells how he'd go inside and literally close himself in so that no one else could see
or intrude. Oh, but say, we have something far better than that. The Word of God
assures us, "He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High, shall abide under
the shadow of the Almighty." Do you want to delight in God's abundant peace? Then
come to know God's wonderful Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. This is a tremendous realization, to enjoy the blessedness of His truth day by day.
11

God is in all my tomorrows,
Therefore I'll live for today,
Confident of finding its sunrise,
And His joy and strength for the way.
Strength for each moment of weakness,
Hope for each moment of p~in,
Comfort for all my sorrow,
Sunshine and joy after rain.
God is in all my tomorrows,
He planned it for you and for me;
With Him in the dark I will follow,
Trusting where eyes cannot see.
Quieted by His promise of blessing,
Stilled by the touch of His hand,
Confident of His protection,
Knowing my life He has planned.
God is in all my tomorrows,
Life with heartaches may come,
But He's always behind and before me,
While ahead in the distance I see home.
Home, where there will be no tomorrow;
Nor time ever wrinkle my brow.
Home, ever present with Jesus,
Throughout all eternity, Now!
Biola College
La Mirada, California

Dr. Sanders is host and Executive Producer
of the Day of Discovery television program.
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J(evelatio11 of Jesus eltrist
by Dr. Lloyd T. Anderson

It is interesting to note that Philadelphia, as a city, was the last bastion of Christianity as Asia Minor was overrun by the Islamic Turkish forces. The loss of Ephesus
was deplored by early Christians as the extinction of the first candlestick suggested in
the book of Revelation. But that was only the beginning. Devastation and destruction
equally befell the others, even as had been prophetically predicted. Philadelphia alone
is still in existence, a column amidst the scene of ruins. Our Lord had almost nothing
but words of commendation for this great missionary church. The Ephesian church represented the church of the apostles, being the first of the seven. The Smyrna church was
typified by martyrdom, trial and persecution. It was oppressed under the heavy hand of
the Roman Empire. Pergamos comes from that time in church history in which things
become established. Unfortunately this church was married to the authority and power of
the Roman Empire. The church of Thyatira traces the rise of Roman Catholicism as it is
wrapped in the gorgeous robes of purple, scarlet and gold, seeking to speak forth as the
prophetess of God. This indicates the period of time known as the beginning of the dark
Middle Ages in church history. The church at Sardis not only represents an individual
church in John s day but also typifies an epoch of church history in the Dark Ages. We
see the shining stars of the Reformation. The Philadelphian church is what is in existence today, as well as the unfortunate Laodician. The former is the church of missionaries, evangelists, Bible societies, and soul winners. The Lord told them, "Behold, I
have set before thee an open door" (Revelation 3:8). This describes the great opportunities of the age in which our forefathers have lived, and to some extent the age in
which we now live. The Door is the Lord Jesus Christ personally (John 10:9). When
Christ affirms, I have the key of David, I am He that openeth and no man shutteth: and
shutteth and no man openeth 11 (Revelation 3:7), this is a quotation literally from Isaiah
22:22. Were we in prison, we could still have access to the Lord in prayer. In illness
and death, in youth and age, in trouble or sorrow, on the highest pinnacle of gladness
and achievement, always in Christ there is an open door to the Lord and no man is able to
shut it. 11 Come bo 1dly, 11 said the author of the book of Hebrews, 11 and find grace to he 1p
in time of need" (Hebrews 4:16). Any man who is moved by the Spirit of God as a believer
can witness to people and win them to Christ. God has given to you and me illimitable
opportunities with people af all ages, backgrounds and social strata to win them for
Christ. I personally believe we are getting close to the end of this Philadelphian era
because doors are now beginning to close. Yet, as long as the hour of grace is before
us, God will have before us an open door. He will show us, if we are willing, which
ones we are to go through. We are living partially in the Philadelphian age because
missionaries are still going out.
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The Lord makes a special promise to the overcomers of the church at Philadelphia. He
declared, "Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from
the hour of trial which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the
earth (Revelation 3:10). Jesus admonished us to pray that we might be delivered from
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that great hour of tribulation (Luke 21:36). God will take His people out and away at
the Rapt ure. He is coming quickly (Revelation 3:11). We can now see the approaching
t i me of the consummation of all history. ifot any of God's little ones will perish or
will have to go through the flame and fire of those days of judgment an d t r ibulati on. He
has al so promised, Him that overcorneth will I make a pillar in the templ e of my God
(Revel ation 3:12). What a beautiful metaphor describing our eternal sta t e in the presence
of ou r blessed Lord. In the New Jerusalem in the heavens above us John saw no temple.
The reas on is that "the Lord God and the Lamb are the temple therein.
Think of being
a fixed pil l ar in s uch a marvelous temple of His own pers on. We will ha ve an eternity
with God Himse l f. The pillar is for strength, adornment, beauty and commemoration. Think
of the inexp licabl e fa ct that God has chosen us to be s uch a witness for His glory!
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In the courses of the priests, death took them out of their earthly ministry . Even our
first parents, Adam and Eve, were driven out beyond Eden to water the groun d with their
tears and sweat, and finally to be buried beneath the sod. In the i~ew Jerusal em we shall
go out no more. Those days are over! We will be with the Lord forev ermore.
W
e have been promised, I wi 11 write upon him the name of my God, and t he name of the
city of my God" (Revelation 3:12). Like the high priest of old, we sh al l have the dignity of th i s blessed office, carrying with it direct access to God forever . We shall
see His face and live in His blessed and holy presence. How wonderful t o be citizens of
the Hew Jerusalem. There are marvelous achievements, victories and triumphs of which
no man has ever heard or dreamed. These names will be given to our Lord Jesus Ch r ist
when we see Him in that day. What exciting expectation to contemplate!
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The last of the seven churches mentioned in the second and third ch apte rs of Revelation
is t he one at Laodicea. It was Dr. John F. Walvoord who described this con gregation as
the church wi t h the unconscious need.
We find the Lord's last letter to it recorded
in Revelation 3:14-22. How tragic to read of a congregation which thought i t had so
much, when really it was spiritually bankrupt!
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By way of background, this city, under Roman rule, had become very wealthy. It had a
marked profitable business arising from the production of wool cloth. Al t hough it was
destroyed by an earthquake about 60 A.O. yet it was able to rebuild withou t any outside
help. Its economic sufficiency tended to lull the church to sleep spiri tually . Although
there is mention of the church as late as the 14th century A.O., the city as well as the
church are now in complete ruins. The apostle Paul probably never visited the re, but
he did know some of the Christians of that area (Colossians 2:1, 4:15). Some people
believe th e epistle to the Ephesians was also sent to the Laodiceans. By the t i me of
John' s writing, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, it was a very we l l established
church.
The Lord Jesus Christ is referred to as the eternal and true witness. As in t he other
introductions to the churches in Asia, the Saviour described Himself in a very unusual
manner as the Amen.
The frequent use of the term, meaning so be it i s al so translated , verily, verily.
It is used as an ending to a prayer.
Amen is another designated title of Christ. It indicates His complete sovereignty and the certai nty of
fulfilling all the promises He has ever made (II Corinthians 1:20). Christ is called
the faithful and true witness" which is in contrast to the church at Laodicea. It was
neither of these. Christ is also described as the beginning of the creation of God
(Revelation 3:14). This doesn't mean that He is the first of creation, but rather that
He is before all creation. It is a word of position, not of generation. One very
beautiful translation puts it, In Him the whole creation of God is begun, and it is
conditioned; and He is its source and primary fountainhead."
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iio doubt the Laodiceans were very familiar with the letter to Colossae. This must have
been in their possession for at least a generation. There, Christ is described as t he
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image of the invisible God (Colossians 1:15), the firstborn of every creature. He is the
One who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead (Colossians 1:18). In a similar
manner, the 'Saviour declares in Revelation 1:11 and 21:6, 1 am the alpha and omega, the
While the church at Laodicea gloried in material riches, Christ
beginning and the end.
reminded them that all those things had come from Him who is the Creator.
11

11

What a tremendous indictment was brought against these foolish people. They were neither
cold nor hot. Because they were only lukewarm the Lord said, 11 I wi 11 spue thee out of my
mouth. There was no word of commendation for this church; only scathing rebuke. The
people and their pastor knew better, but they turned aside from the truth to put their
confidence in things. That's a great danger we face in our own land of affluence and
practical atheism. The word translated 11 lukewann 11 in the Greek is used only here in the
New Testament. It refers to tepid water. Christ was doubtless referring to three different spiritual conditions which may be seen in Scripture. There is a state of coldness,
of zeal and fervor, and of this insipid lukewarmness. It is sad to be sure that so many
in the world are cold to the things of eternal life. The Gospel seems to leave them
totally unmoved. By contrast there are those who are described as hot 11 , revealing genuine spiritual fervor. There is no question about the presence and sanctifying power of
the Holy Spirit in their lives. Of course, the exciting transition and transformation
from a state of coldness to that of pulsating zeal is re ealed in the experiences of
many prominent servants of the Lord. Paul himself was at one time cold to Christ being
very bitter in his persecution of believers. Once he met the Saviour, there was a complete revolution and change. What a difference! This is what conversion is all about.
And just such has been the pattern of countless men and women across the years who have
been snatched from spiritual deadness or coldness to a fervency and zeal of Christian
testimony.
11

11

This unfortunate third state of lukewannness has nothing for which to commend itself. It
was what unfortunately characterized the church at Laodicea. The people at one time had
an interest in the things of God but they now fell far short of a true testimony for
Christ. Their attitude and actions raised serious questions concerning the reality of
their own spiritual life. This is frequently true of Christians today. There are some
who profess to know the Saviour, but there is absolutely no realism there whatsoever. It
is not clear whether they ever really belonged to Christ at all. How really sad that
Christ would have to address this sharp word of rebuke to anyone. Both the messenger
(pastor) and the church were neither cold nor hot. They can hardly be classified with
the worldly who are totally unconcerned · about the things of Jesus Christ, nor can they
be with those who unmistakably bear a real testimony for the Lord. They occupy that
intermediate state of lukewarmness, which is the occasion for the extreme statement that
Christ makes. Their destiny is to be spued out of His mouth!
·
In the letters to the churches in Revelation, Jesus Christ is the Speaker, through the
apostle John. He always addresses Himself in such a way as to fit in with the spiritual
needs of each particular church. He uses the word "Amen" for Laodicea. This is an
untranslated Hebrew word meaning "something that is established, sure and positive." In
reference to Christ it would mean, 1 am the truth. This is not that He merely teaches
the truth or declares the truth, but that He is truth itself. He is the truth from which
there can be no appeal whatsoever. There areri'"o higher courts to change His decisions.
He holds the last words in the affairs of every life as well as of the whole world. As
the Arnen nothing can be added or taken away from Jesus Christ. He is ultimate authority; no further search for truth is necessary. He has been given a name and place of
authority above everybody and everything in the universe. This should be a wonderful
encouragement for those who carry the message of life to others in need. For those who
reject the truth, living in unbelief, this spells final doom in the judgment of God and
consignment to hell.
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The testimony of Hebrews 1:1-3 reminds us,

11

God, who at sundry times and in divers manners
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spake i n time past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in these last days spoken unto
us by His son, whom He hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also He made t he worlds;
Who being the brightness of His glory, and the express image of His person and uph olding
all th in gs by the word of His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sa t down on
the right hand of the Majesty on high.
As the True Witness, it is Jesus Ch r i s t , the
Son, who speaks to the church at Laodicea. The Saviour withholds no truth which we may
need t o pre pare us for eternity. He has no fine print or tricks in His coven ant. The
Lord stri ps t he Laodicean church of all its false appearances. While they may be able
t o de ceive men, they certainly cannot deceive God. All such falsehood is clearly exposed.
Christ neithe r exaggerates nor minimizes the condition He finds. Jesus Chri s t has every
ri ght t o be given such authority (Colossians 1:15-18). It is God Himself who has committed i t to His hands. Christ, as truly God, is the Master of all He has created. This
world was not thrown out into space without some eternal plan and purpose. Ch rist ' s
authori ty is beyond question. All the eye can see, and even that which the human eye
cannot see , He is the Creator of it. Remember, God is not mocked. Whatever a man sows,
he's als o going to reap. This day God is calling for a reckoning. We dare quest i on Him.
All t hose who shake their fists in God's face, saying there is no reality of ete rni ty or
of spiri t ua l life will one day have to acknowledge the Lord Jesus Christ as Lord of lords
and King of ki ngs. This will be whether they want to or not.
11

The Laodicean church was very conceited because of its tremendous wealth. Here was
where i t pla ced its emphasis, thinking itself independent of the Lord. How ba d can be a
person 's fa l se impression of himself. They were not so great after all, and the doom of
judgment woul d be upon them. Addressing them squarely the Saviour's pie rci ng eyes spoke
vo l umes, I kn ow thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would tho u wert cold
or hot. So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will sp ue thee
out of my mouth. Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have
nee d of no t hing; and knowest not that thou art wretched and miserable, and poo r , and
bli nd, and naked" (Revelation 3:15-17). What an indictment to be leveled ag ai ns t those
who had profes sed faith in Christ. Should those words be addressed similarly to us
to day? Rega rdless of what we think or pretend, Jesus Christ knows the actual condition
which exi sts among us.
11

The lett ers add ressed to these seven churches show the composite picture of t he age of
the Church from the day of Pentecost until the Lord comes again for His own ransomed
bride. In Ephes us the people had left their first love. In Pergamos, th ey he ld to the
doctri ne of Ba laam, allowing those in their midst to teach the doctrine of the Nicolaitanes. The situ at ion got worse in the church at Thyatira because of the presence of
Jezebel . Sa rdi s had a name that they lived but instead they were really dead. And now,
i n Laodicea the charge is that they are desperately lukewann. There was no fervent heat
or spirituality among the people. There was no enthusiasm, no sense of urgency, no
compass i on for the souls of men. This is the deep-seated tragedy of the worst kin d. The
message speaks to the church at large in our own day. We needn't think that any i n a
simil ar spiritual condition will escape God's judgment today. We dare not grow cold i n
our labor for the Lord.
As a picture to warn us even in this very age, the Laodicean religion was like a lu kewa rm waterfall. Jesus Christ deserves better treatment than that. He had to condemn
the congregation with the words, ! know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot:
I would that you were cold or hot" (Revelation 3:15). The original leaves no doub t as
to th e meaning of these words. Cold means "icy cold and hot means "boiling hot
Jesus would prefer all of us as believers in Christ to boil or to freeze, rather th an
t hat we should simmer down to a tasteless tepidity. The apostle Paul told the Roman
bel i evers what he had found Apollos to be, namely, "fervent in spirit, or spiritually
at the boiling point. We are to maintain the spiritual flame which is the gift of God
that happens to be within us . The problem is that our inner spiritual life is in constan t danger of dying down. It needs to be renewed daily (II Timothy 1:6; Romans 12: 11;
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Acts 18:25). Uon't think that the idea of being on fire for the Lord is merely being
very dangerous emotionalism and fanaticism. If by fanaticism you mean wholeheartedness,
then every Christian should be a fanatic. But fanaticism is to be equated with wholeheartedness. It is really an unreasoning and unintelligent standing, where there is the
running away of the heart with the head. "Commitment without reflection is fanaticis m in
action. But reflection without commitment is the paralysis of all action. 11 What Jesus
Christ desires and deserves is our being a dedicated flame for Him.
The amazingly interesting thing is that it is better to be frigid than tepid. He desires
the pre-eminence or no place at all. It is better to be icy in my indifference, or even
to go into active opposition than to insult the Lord with an insipid compromise which is
nauseating to behold. Enthusiasm and rejoicing in the Lord are an essential part of
Christianity. The Saviour's message to us in our sleepyheaded lethargy and chilliness
is His testimony to Laodicea years ago: "Be zealous and repent. 11 Zeal and passion are
qualities too often lacking today among Christians. We desperately need these commodities to reach a world for Lhrist.
At the s·ame time we certainly need to be careful of undue fanaticism. I have been in
meetings where I was almost ashamed to admit that I was a Christian. I found only noise
and confusion in the assembly. This isn't what Revelation has in mind. There should be
order without compromising condition. We must be filled with zeal so that we can react
. and respond with the heart as well as with the head. Both are necessary.
A closer look at the church of Laodicea causes the spiritual diagnosis, "You say I am
rich, I have prospered and I absolutely need nothing, not knowing that you are wretched
and pitiable, poor and blind and naked" (Revelation 3:17). The lukewarm individual is
one in whom there is a glaring contrast between what he says and what he really is. The
basic cause for halfheartedness is complacency. To be lukewann is to be blind to one' s
true spiritual condition. The congregation of Laodicea teemed with self-satisfied
churchgoers. Unfortunately we have that same condition prevailing today in many churches .
While they may have had an abundance of material things, yet they had missed out in those
spiritual qualities which will last for all eternity. Because the citizens of Laodicea
were proud of their city as an area of wealth, the Christians evidently mistook this
false economy to mean their security and contentment. It was obviously a false economy.
The spirit of complacency had now tainted the church. The members became smug and sel fsatisfied. Jesus Christ needed bluntly to expose their disease and creeping paralysi s.
The people may have thought they were doing fine in their religious life, but the Savi our
had to describe them as being blind, naked beggars.
This is also the Lord's view of the nominal Christian today who is not really wholeheartedly committed to Him. Are you that kind of person? God is asking you to step out
and to take a positive stand for Christ, no matter what the cost may be. He will take
care of you. Morally a person can be very fine, but spiritually, even though he may
look good on the outside in religious activity, he may be a naked, blind beggar withi n.
To contradict the diagnosis of a skilled physician is the surest road to disaster. The
Lord explains, 11 1 know thy works" and He adds, "Thou knowest not" (3:15, 17). Too often
we tend to deceive ourselves. After the word is given, what we need is to follow the
perfect prescription. Christ wants to counsel us in our need (3:18). This is a wonderful thing to realize. The One who is the Creator of the immense, unfathomable unive rse,
the Sustainer of all things, has the right to issue orders for us to obey. He prefers
to give advice rather than to command. How sad that we so often fail to heed His counsel.
He respects the freedom with which he has ennobled you and me. At the same time He warns
of the serious consequences of complacency. His purpose is not to terrify people into
submission, but to enforce upon us the solemnity of our choice. "Because you are lukewarm
and neither cold nor hot I will spue you out of my mouth" (3:16). This is metaphorical
language which doesn't empty the expression of its meaning. Lukewarm liquids create
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nausea. They are not only tasteless but positively revolting. Christ's forceful declaration is one of absolute disgust. He will utterly repudiate those whose attachment t o
Him is purely nominal and superficial. We are reminded of God's attitude toward Israel
in the wilderness, "Forty years long was I grieved with (or loathed) this generation"
(Psalm 95:10). Of course, God's wrath is never tinged with personal malice or spitefu l
vindictiveness. Here we see the Lord's disgust and distaste coupled by a strong moral
indignation against man's hypocrisy and sin. Laodicea is now in complete ruins. As one
Biblical writer has put it, He who removed the candlestick at Ephesus, has rejected
ifothing of this once famous church survives at all.
Laodicea out of his mouth.
11

11

It is not only through fear of judgment that we should heed this divine warning, but also
from respect for the One who gave us the decree. See how He describes Himself in the
introduction to this epistle. There is no question but that these are the words of the
"Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God" (3:14). His
ministry fulfills all the promises of God (II Corinthians 1:20). His words are reliabl e
because of His steadfast character, and He is neither fickle nor capricious.
The Lord Jesus Christ is absolutely consistent in everything He ever says or does. He
has no reason to retract or modify any statement He ever made. He is absolutely consi stent in every aspect of His character. To the church at Laodicea He is referred to as
the faithful and true witness (Revelation 3:14). His words are always trustworthy.
Therefore His witness should readily be received. It is accurate and dependable. We
follow the fundamental principle of Biblical interpretation that each passage of Scrip ture must be understood in the light of all. i~o particular passage may be so expoun ded
that it becomes repugnant to the other portions of God's Word. Christ means that He is
the Uriginator of the creation of God. Jesus Christ had no beginning and thank God He
will have no ending (Colossians 1:15, 18). Christ never began as a person but He was
the Originator of the universe in which we happen to be living. He is the Amen, the One
who is the faithful and true witness, the One who is the Originator of God's creation~
How can we ignore the advice of such an individual as this? He cannot lie; He knows
and tells the truth.
Listen therefore to His urgings to the people in the Laodicean church, I counsel you to
buy from me" (3:18). The Laodiceans had considered that they were self-sufficient. They
had to find hurri>ly their sufficiency in the Lord. Our salvation comes completely and
entirely from the Saviour.
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Why does Christ recommend the Laodiceans to buy from Him? Can salvation be purchased?
Most certainly it cannot! It is a free gift to us because it was purchased on our behalf by Christ on the cross. Here Christ is doubtless using language appropriate to the
commercially minded Laodiceans. They were business people being told to forsake their
former suppliers and "Come and trade with Me.
Perhaps also here Christ is thinking of
the appeal of Jehovah, "Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that
hath no money: come ye, buy and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and
without price" (Isaiah 55:1).
11

Further gracious word is given by Christ to the church at Laodicea. He encourages them,
"I counsel you to buy from me gold refined by fire, that ye may be rich; and white garments to clothe you and keep the shame of your nakedness from being seen; and salve to
anoint your eyes that you might see" (Revelation 3:18). What welcome news for the naked,
blind beggar. They are poor, but Christ is gold; they are naked, but Christ is clothes;
they are blind, but Christ has eye salve. Let them no longer trust in their banks, and
in their eye powders, and in their clothing factories. The Saviour desires to open their
eyes so that they might perceive spiritual light. He alone can cover their sin and shame,
making them fit to partake of the inheritance of the saints of light. He can enrich them
with life abundant; in a word, He can save them. Having died and risen again, through
His death they can be cleansed , and through His living presence within them they can
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absolutely be changed.
The Lao di ceans must take two steps. The first is, As many as I 1ove, I reprove and
chasten: so be zealous and repent" (3:19). Repentance must come first. The One who
warns them that He will spit them out of His mouth if they do not stir themselves, still
loves them. Indeed, it is because He longs to save them from final judgment that He now
reproves and chastens them. They must be zealous and ·repent. Let them repent at once
and irrevocably; let them then continue always to be fired with zeal. To repent is to
turn with resolution from all that is known to be contrary to God's will. We, too, must
renounce the old life of easygoing complacency. Smug self-satisfaction does not become
one who claims the name of Jesus Christ. Shallow piety never saved anybody. There will
be no hypocrites in heaven. Let us spew these things out of our own mouths lest Christ
spew us out of His.
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The second step is to have faith. Christ tells them, 0 Behold, I stand at the door, and
knock: if any man hear my voice and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup
with him, and he with me (vs. 20). This is a personal appeal. These words are addressed
not to the church but to the individual.
If anyone, He says, and what a tremendous
thing this is. Our heart, our soul, is likened to a dwelling place. Have we accepted
a visit from the Lover of our souls?
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If we do open the door of our hearts to the Saviour, letting Him come in, He will bring
an end to all of our beggary. He will transform us from paupers into princes. He will
cleanse us and clothe us. He will sit down to eat with us and we will be permitted to
sup with him. This picture illustrates the shared joys of the Christian life; the reciprocal fellowship which the Christian has with the Lord. It is truly wonderful. Of course,
we are not worthy that Christ should come under our roof and sit at our table. Of this
inward festive meal, the Lord's supper is the outward and visible sacrament. To eat
bread and drink the wine spiritually is but a physical representation of a spiritual
feast with God. To kneel at the table of the Lord is a tremendous thing that sets forth
our private supping with Him in an open way. How wonderful it is to know the Lord Jesus
Christ as personal Redeemer and Saviour.
As we begin the fourth chapter of Revelation we usher in the third and final section of

this extremely important book. As we mentioned earlier, the key verse unlocking the
mystery of the times involved is in Revelation 1:19 where John is told to write the
things that he has seen, the thing he is seeing, and the things which shall be hereafter.
In the first chapter the book is in the-past tense. In chapters two and three we have
the messages to the seven churches, representing history in the making involving congregations from the day of Pentecost to this very hour. Beginning with the fourth chapter,
through the end of the book, everything is in the future.
John, writing under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, declares, "After this I looked,
and, behold, a door was opened in heaven: and the first voice which I heard was as it
were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come up hither, and I will show thee
things which must be hereafter.
Every word of this is very meaningful. Particularly
are we concerned with the description, hereafter.
This gives us the important clue to
the significant coming events. The picture to be presented is what will transpire here
on the earth when the churches are no more, or when believers are taken to glory to be
with Christ (I Thessalonians 4:13-18). After this will begin the final consummation of
the age. Church history will be past. The thousands of years God has been preaching the
Gospel through His ministers upholding the light of Christ, will be completed. Now
commences the great period of God's judgment upon this world and all those who have
rejected His Son as Saviour. After the end of chapter three the churches are never mentioned in the book of Revelation. To those who think they are referred to under the name
of Israel, let me ask you, Do the churches have twelve tribes?" No, beginning in
chapter four the churches have disappeared and are no more. The next time we see the
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11

11

11

11

11

22

Church is in chapter 19 at the end of the age. She is there as the Bride of Christ,
coming with her Lord in glory. Using the word Church in this sense, we mean only those
who belong to the body of Christ; all who are born again, only those who belong to the
body o~ Christ; all who are born again, who know the Lord as their own personal Saviour.
They may come from any earthly denominational affiliation. You are a member of the body
of Christ if you are saved. As a part of the Bride of Christ, you will come with your
Lord in glory to march in the armies of heaven at the last great victory. How the Church
gets there Paul calls a mystery (I Corinthians 15:51-58). It is an enigma which the
world can never understand. Only God can reveal this to an individual by faith. We are
not all going to die. There is coming an hour when all of us will be translated like
Enoch. We shall be lifted up to glory and immortalized like the prophet Elijah. There
will be one generation of true Christian people living when Jesus comes to take the
Church home. These living believers, as well as those who have died in Christ, wherever
they are, resting in the dust of the earth or down in the bowels of the sea, will be
given bodies immortalized and glorified, changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an
eye.
What a marvelous truth to consider. Paul says it will happen instantaneously. The
"twinkling of an eye isn't even short enough. It is not a blinking of the eye. That
would take too long. This is that little glint that may be seen when the sun causes the
eye to glitter. Such an infinitesimal moment cannot even be measured, so brief is it to
behold. This is why we can confidently pray, "Even so, come Lord Jesus (Revelation 22:
20). This is why we sometimes, in evangelical circles, use the word Rapture.
It is
an old English term which comes from the Latin meaning to transport, to take away or to
snatch away. Today it has come to mean ecstacy. When a man is transported out of his
senses he is beyond himself. We refer to him as being enraptured. Speaking of the Rapture of the Church (a word not used in the bible), we mean the sudden removal and taking
away of the people of God, the transporting upward to glory of the household of Christ.
This is the divine mystery to which Paul referred.
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John then declares, "After this I looked" (Revelation 4:1). What does he mean by this?
He is talking about after the age of the Church (represented by the seven mentioned) has
run its course. He sees the door opened in heaven. This is a type and picture of the
door of the ascension of the Lord's sainted people. It is opened wide to receive God's
children from around the world. There is to be a "trumpet voi ce which is symbolic of
the voice of the archangel of God. It raises the dead from their graves, as God's elect
are gathered from the four winds of the earth (I Thessalonians 4:13-18). When the
Apostle John was transported to heaven, he suddenly became a type of the translation and
the snatching away of all God's people to be with himself. He is thereby representative
of all of us in a coming desired hour of final culmination.
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There are some wonderful and definite reasons why we can readily believe from Scripture
that the Church of Jesus Christ, which is His body and Bride, will not go through the
Tribulation which is going to come upon the world. The structural outline of the book
of Revelation itself is one of these keys. The outline is given to us in 1:19 where we
see events as past (chapter one), present (chapters two and three) and future (4:1 to the
end of the book). Scripture is very clear that the Church is snatched away or raptured.
This is the great mystery revealed by the Apostle Paul to these believers. John reports
being told by the Holy Spirit, A door was opened in heaven, and the voice like a trumpet
was heard saying, 'Come hither
This vividly portrays in symbolic form the calling
away of the people of Christ. John stands as a single representative of us all. The
Tribulation, which will be that awesome period of time on the earth after the Church is
gone, will fill the whole earth with God's judgment. It is His divine visitation upon
sin and the lawless system of Satan throughout the world. Both Israel and the Gentile
nations will experience it fully. Unbelievers who reject Jesus Christ will be judged
by the Lord. There will be an unprecedented outpouring of the wrath of Almighty God.
The book of Revelation, beginning at the fourth chapter, r.learly reveals this.
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On the other hand, the only judgment falling upon the Church takes place the moment we
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are caught away to be with the Lord in the air. According to II Corinthians 5:10, every
born again believer (and he would not be there if he were not born again) is going to be
judged according to what he has done in the body. Eternal salvation is not in view, but
only Christian service. This is a judgment of rewards. Some of us will be saved so as
by fire. We will have nothing more to show for it. Certainly, God's people are not
going into that great final trial and wrath inflicted upon the ungodly during the unprecedented period known as the· great Tribulation (Romans 8:1). The Saviour Himself promised
this (John 5:24). God has not appointed us to wrath (I Thessalonians 5:9). Our inheritance is salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ. In Revelation 3:10, the Lord says to His
own people, the true Church, "Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will
keep thee from the great trial that shall come upon all the world) the hour of temptation11. Our sins have already been judged when Jesus died on the cross. By receiving
Him as personal Saviour, we have the assurance of being with Him for all eternity. Christ
assuJTEs for you and me the penalty for our sins. He died in our stead. Yes, before that
awesome day of final judgment by God on the unbelieving world, the Lord's people will
have been taken away.
Christians at Thessalonica had been experiencing terrible trials. They thought they had
already entered the Tribulation period. In II Thessalonians 2:2, the best manuscripts
read the "day of the Lord." This refers to the end times and the culmination of all
things. The apostle Paul assured these faithful saints that they were not going through
that awesome day of earthly judgment. The first thing that will prelude the Tribulation
will be the revelation of "the man of sin, 11 which describes the antichrist. "That day
shall not come, 11 Paul continues in his letter to the Thessalonians, "except that man of
sin be revealed, the son of perdition; who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that
is called God, or that is worshipped: so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God,
shewing himself that he is God." He goes on further to avow that the Restrainer, the
Holy Spirit, will not allow his unveiling until the appropriate time comes (vs. 6). The
evil one's destiny is finally and completely sealed, "whom the Lord shall consume with
the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming." Read
this entire second chapter of II Thessalonians. In fact, the two books together give us
some temendous truths concerning the ·future, as well as our own assurance of being protected from that terrible earthly hour of God's judgment. Paul told the people at
Thessalonica, "Don't believe those false teachers who are trying to impress you with the
idea that you are living in the hour of the great Tribulation." The mystery of iniquity
has been working for centuries, moving toward the hour of the revelation of satan's
masterpiece, the coming antichrist, who is the man of sin. The only thing that keeps
the culmination in check is the presence of the Holy Spirit, who is indwelling all true
born again believers.
As we come to the fourth chapter of Revelation the scene changes form earth to heaven.
As we have pointed out earlier, the divine outline for this book is recorded in Revelation 1:19. This shows the division of past, present and future events. The future is
all in view beginning with.chapter four and carries through to the end of the book. John
pens the Saviour's promise, "I will show thee things which must be hereafter" (4:1). In
the original text this phrase is exactly the same as the one which appears in 1:19. This
indicates that we have now come to the third major section of Revelation. The 11 after 11
is a description of the seven churches in chapters two and three, which are representative of the age of grace in this present hour. The events take place after believers in
Christ have been caught away to be with the Lord in the air. Although the Rapture is not
specifically mentioned by name, it is obvious that the Church is no longer on earth. The
word is not used again in Revelation until verse 16 of the last chapter. The church is
referred to, however, in Revelation 19:7-10 as the "wife who hath made herself ready" for
the marriage supper of the Lamb. The true Church is composed of those believers from
the day of Pentecost until the Rapture. The apostate church is left on the earth when
the true Church is taken to glory.
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Unless we grasp this change of events between chapters three and four we will find ourselves confused and perplexed on these future events. Scoffers are willingly ignorant
of God's truth (II Peter 3:3-6). Because they purposely fail to see the Lord's intervention in history past, they also fail to see that He will have a definite involvement
in the future. He will come as a thief in the night (II Peter 3:10).
There is a definite chronological series of events that runs through the book of Revelation. After chapters four and five, which are introductory to the last part of the book,
the events of the Tribulation period, are described in chapters 6-19. Then the 1000-year
rule of Christ over the earth, known as the millennium, is presented in Revelation 20.
In chapters 21 and 22, much is told us about such things as the new earth and the new
heavens. In chapters four and five the apostle John is caught up to heaven and given a
glimpse of the throne there. What John sees he records by inspiration. Of course~ such
a vision couldn't be completely described through the limitations of human language.
Thus, the apostle gives us comparisons to help us understand what he really saw in heaven.
If we look at the judgments of the book of Revelation from chapters 6-19, certainly only
from the human point of view, we will never understand how God could allow such things
to happen. Having a glimpse of heaven helps us to have a right perspective of sin and
gives us an understanding as to why such awesome judgments are going to be poured out by
the Lord upon the earth. The Almighty has a settled wrath against sin. God has a permanent love for good, righteousness and holiness. These two simply cannot be fused into
one. You can't live in sin and still have all the benefits of the love of God.
It is interesting to notice that the seven years of Tribulation, about which a good share
of Revelation from now on will concern itself, are actually the last week in the seventy
weeks of Daniel (Daniel 9:24-27). These are weeks of seven years each, or a total of
490 years. After the 69th week in Daniel, Christ the Messiah is cut off or crucified.
The city and sanctuary are destroyed, which was what took place in Jerusalem in 70 A.O.
In Daniel 9:27 the covenant is confirmed for one week (which is the seventieth week of
Daniel) and this is what we commonly know as the Great Tribulation. God's purposes are
especially to finish the transgression and to make an end of sin. To do this, it is
necessary for the Lord to pour out His judgment and wrath against sin during the Tribulation. So the apostle John writes, "After this I looked, · and behold, a door was opened
in heaven" (4:1). Some tremendous events will be taking place in what we believe could
well be the very near future. In fact, there is no prophecy yet to be fulfilled before
the Rapture of the Church. It could very well take place today.
The subject of the Great Tribulation encompasses much of the book of Revelation. Daniel
9:24-27 in the Old Testament gives us a further perspective of what is known as the seventy weeks of Daniel. These are periods of times which are reckoned prophetically. Between the 69th and 70th weeks of Daniel there is an interruption. We are in this time of
parenthesis just now. After the true Church has been raptured, then the seventieth week
will commence. This is what we find in chapters 6-19 of Revelation. The Tribulation
will be a time of judgment. The trumpets will be blown, the seals will be opened, and
the bowls will be overturned. With each of these there is an accompanying judgment of
the Lord on the earth. We do not believe that the Church of Jesus Christ will go through
the Tribulation. No portion of Scripture indicates this at all. The very structural
outline of the book of Revelat ion itself is a further verification of this fact. The
Great Tribulation of Revelation is sometimes referred to from the Old Testament as "the
time of Jacob's trouble.
In II Thessalonians 2:2,3 we discover the events which surround
11
the day of the Lord, 11 as the best manuscripts and true text reads. This is the day of
the end times which is entirely prophetic and extends from the beginning of the Tribulation period on into the kingdom age and rule of our Lord Jesus Christ. The Thessalonian believers, because of their trials, thought they had already come to the end times.
Paul assured them that they were not going to go through that awesome period. They naturally wanted to know abo ut the present period of time which was overwhelming to them.
This is why the apostle expl ains, "Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall
11
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not come, except the re come a fa 11 i ng away first 11 (or as some texts have it, the rapturous taking away of God's people first). As you read on in this section you discover that
the next thing to happen after the translation of the Church is the revelation of the man
of sin, who will be the coming antichrist (II Thessalonians 2:3,4). Of course the spirit
of this evil one has already been working over the many centuries since the day of Pentecost. One day all of this is going to consummate in the presentation of a single individual who will be the devil's superman and counterfeit. We know from this passage that
the Holy Spirit is the only restraining influence, as He indwells believers, now standing in the way of the unveiling of this diabolical personality.
When the antichrist makes his appearance it will be an awesome and calamitous day. Men
will have a right to wonder what's coming upon the earth. People, and especially Israel~
will suffer as they have never suffered before. In Luke 17:26-30 we find specific indications of what the end ti mes wi 11 be like. We have the expression, 11 As it was in the
days of Noah. 11 This refers to the judgment of God upon the earth with the great flood.
Remember that a man whose name was Enoch (Genesis 5) was taken out first. He did not
see death. l~oah passed through the flood, while the vile, wicked, blaspheming, unbelieving world perished in the deluge. Enoch is the picture of God's people who are taken to
Himself before this Tribulation breaks out upon the world. Noah is the type of that remnant which is saved through it, even the most terrible days of the Great Tribulation.
The unbelieving are symbolized by those who perished in the flood. This same kind of
illustration is used by our Lord with reference to Lot, the nephew of Abraham. Lot was
the carnal, compromising believer (II Peter 2:7,8). As long as Lot was living in the
city of Sodom, the fire could not fall. The angel said, "I can do nothing until thou be
come thither. 11 The moment Lot left the city, the judgment of God fell upon both Sodom
and Gomorrha. Before those awesome future days of the Tribulation God's people must be
taken away. The Lord will not let that judgment fall until first of all the restraining
Holy Spirit in His people and with His people is raptured away to be with the Saviour.
In I Corinthians 3 we discover that some of us spiritual believers will have built for
Christ on gold, silver and precious stones. These will receive a glorious reward. Others
who have been compromising and worldly Christians have built with wood, hay and stubble.
At the judgment seat of Christ there are some who will be saved as if by fire. This
means just like Lot, "by the skin of their teeth.
Others will be saved like glorious
Enoch, who entered into the fullness of an inheritance indescribable and unimaginably
precious. Both these two were taken out and provide a beautiful typical picture of the
Church of Jesus Christ.
The Tribulation is always to be remembered as the pouring out of God's wrath upon an unbelieving world. This gives further comfort and hope for the true believer in Christ.
As His bride we aren't looking for the revelation of the man of sin, the beast or the
false prophet, all spoken of in the book of Revelation. We don't need to scan the horizon for Armageddon, which will be the last great campaign and battle of the earth. As a
part of the body of Christ,. we look only for the blessed holy Saviour (Titus 2:13). It
is absolutely false to put anything between the promise of the imminent, immediate return
of Christ and its actual fulfillment. The return of the Lord is always at hand. It can
take place at any moment. When anyone inserts a program delaying the coming of the Lord,
he does grave violence to the Word of God. Yes, the coming of Christ is always at hand.
11
Even so, come, Lord Jes us! 11
11
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0. 11 Regarding II Peter 2: 20-22 and Romans 11: 13-25, do these passages speak of nations
rather than individuals?"
A. These sections of Scripture have different themes. The second epistle of Peter is
largely dedicated to warnings about difficulties to come in the latter days. The cautions
which God carefully gives are certainly directed to individuals. Some of the marks of
false teachers are their comparison to Balaam, and the fact that they lack the Spirit.
This shows that they aren't of the Lord (Romans 8:9). While their words may be pretentious, the people themselves have perverted the truth. That we know specifically that
certain persons are involved is his observation, 11 It had been better for them not to have
known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy
commandment delivered unto them (II Peter 2:21). These are apostates, not those who
simply had backslidden .. The 22nd verse clearly shows this. There has been no basic
change in the human nature. Nowhere in Scripture is a believer described as a dog or a
sow. It is sad to see certain ones making merchandise out of the house of God.
11

Romans 11:13-25 is the last of what is known as the three Jewish chapters, with information relating to Israel. This section shows us truth concerning the past, present and
future of God 1 s chosen people. Paul shows in this area how that through the Spirit of
God he has been commissioned of God as an apostle to the Gentiles. Because of unbelief,
the nation as a whole was broken off with their rejection of Jesus Christ, the Messiah
(John 1:11). This shows the severity of God and His judgment upon sin. Both Israel and
the Church come from Abraham. Unbelieving Israelites are the natural branches broken
off. Gentiles who trust the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of Abraham, are branches that are
grafted in, contrary to nature. Originally they didn't belong to the household of faith.
By coming through simple faith, admitting their need and trusting Christ, they have been
brought in. Romans 11:13~25 is to Gentiles generally but always with the individual in
view.
Q.

11

Are men called to be apostles today?"

A. There are some religious systems which claim to have leaders who are called 11 apostles 11 •
After the death of Judas, Matthias was selected as his replacement (Acts 1:26). This
made the full complement of 12. These were the ones who were to proclaim in a very peculair manner the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. It was through them that the books of
the New Testament were written. Paul speaks of himself as being an apostle called especially to the Gentiles. While Christians are disciples, no apostles have been added since
the twelve originally called by the Lord. It is not correct to be called an apostle
today. One of the primary requirements was that the individual had personally seen the
risen Lord.
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a.

"In Exodus 15:25, we're told that a tree was cast into water and the bitter water
became sweet. What kind of a tree was this?"

A. There is a striking parallel between this incident with the children of Israel and
what happens in the Christian's life when Christ enters. Satan ·is our constant enemy.
He is persistent in his uninterrupted temptations. Yet, God knows how to turn all these
things to our good. It is not stated in the 8ible what kind of a tree this was. As a
matter of fact, it wasn't the unusual properties in the tree but that God used it by the
hand of Moses through faith. The same was true with the rod, the staff and the rock.
The Lord always delights to use that which is the ordinary for His glory. Remember, if
you want the bitterness of life to become sweet, taste the Lord, who hung on that accursed
tree in the long ago for our sins. When Christ is brought into the situation, you will
have joy unspeakable and full of glory!
"I have wondered about the cows which were used to help bring the ark back to Israel.
They were offered as a burnt offering to the Lord. This seemed a little strange (I Samuel 6: 14) .
Q.

11

A. This happened at the time of Eli, before David's reign. The Philistines were plaguing the people of Israel. The people wanted a king who would be their champion before
other nations. Unfortunately, following pagan customs, some of the Israelites wanted to
use the ark like a good luck charm. The people knew they were without the visible symbol
of the presence of God among them. 8ecause of their sins the Lord had allowed the ark
to be taken by the Philistines. After it was returned they were exceedingly joyful.
The answer to the question about the animals is given to us in the next verse where we
read, "They offered the cows as a burnt offering unto the Lord.
There was no point in
sending the cattle back, and they wouldn't be used personally. In their gratitude that
God had allowed them to have their ark, they wanted to commemorate the occasion.
11

Q.

11

What is the unpardonable sin?

11

A. The Scripture reference is based on the passage in Matthew 12:31. In all cases of
scriptural interpretation, be sure to read the context. The Pharisees had accused Jesus
of having a demon, and that the miracles He performed were done in the power of Beelzebub,
the prince of demons (Matthew 12:24). 8lasphemy against the Holy Spirit actually consisted in ascribing to satan the work of God Himself! Such a sin was unpardonable because
of the unusual circumstances of the Pharisees' rejection of Christ. It was a sin which
obviously could only have occurred in that age. The folly of the people in deliberately
apostasizing is summarized by our Lord in these passages. Anyone who is concerned about
his rejection of Christ has obviously not committed this unpardonable sin and can still
come to Christ. So, in essence, the unpardonable sin is making a liar out of the Holy
Spirit. Remember, it is impossible to be saved without coming through faith to the Lord
Jes us Christ.
Is there any special significance to the olive and fig trees used in Scripture?"
(Matthew 24:32; Revelation 11:4).

Q.

11

A. Revelation 11:4 is a scene during the Tribulation. The Church has already been
caught up to be with her Saviour. This is indicated in the fourth chapter of the book as
we see the saints who are crowned, representing their rewards. During the Tribulation,
there will be two outstanding witnesses who will give their testimony, prophesying for a
thousand, two hundred and sixty days (three and one-half years, or 42 months). From the
Old Testament we find a similar passage concerning two olive trees and two lampstands
(Zechariah 4). Zechariah sees a vision with one side an olive tree and the other a lampstand. This reveals that Israel has to get this oil for testimony not by might, nor by
power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord" (Zechariah 4:6). These two trees are the
anointed ones who stand by the Lord of the whole earth. The fig tree is an interesting
11
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truth revealed in Matthew 24:32. The parallel passage to these chapters is found in
Mark 13 and Luke 21. In the first Gospel portion, Matthew 24 and 25, the Lord is showi ng that He will be coming back to earth without question. There will be a lot of people
caught unaware. He wants believers to be alert to this fact. The exhortation is to be
faithful. The parable of the fig tree represents how we can tell the time is near. When
it begins to blossom we know that "summer is nigh.
We have a right to look at these
signs since there is every indication that they are getting much closer to total fulfillment.
11

11

0.
In Isaiah ll:l5 we find information concerning the parting of the Red Sea and how
the children of Israel made their way to the wilderness and eventually to the Promised ·
Land. Does this particular passage mean a dry path through the Red Sea, or could this
refer to the dam that the Russians are buidling on the Euphrates River?"
A. You are correct that the Soviets are building a large dam on the Euphrates, along
with help from the Syrians. For the first time in the history of the world the flow of
the Euphrates River has been stopped. Some people felt this related to Revelation 16:1216. The only thing is that in this latter passage the Lord is doing it. In the Isaiah
passage you will need to study the context. This entire eleventh chapter is a marvelous
picture relating to the person of the Messiah and what He will do in the realm of nature.
The prophecy tells us that the Lord will utterly destroy or dry up the tongue of the
Egyptian Sea. He s going to smite the Euphrates into seven streams, and make men go over
them dry shod. This does cause us to recall Moses• leadership in historic times. This
is why in verses ll and 16 we have the words a second time. The first time, of course,
was the exodus from Egypt. This will be even greater than that. This provides a highway
for the remnant of God s people. It is interesting to notice that the marked parallel
continues in the short twelfth chapter. Just as the children of Israel came out of
Egypt and sang the song of Moses and Miriam (t:xodus 15), so the redeemed in that day will
proclaim, "Oh Lord, I will praise Thee.
Here too, is a hymn of thanksgiving.
1
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11

1
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0. "I Corinthians 15:52 speaks of an individual being changed.
body or will it also include a transfonnation of temperament?"

Will this be only the

A. You can be certain that it will include both! The most important aspect will be that
our sin natures will be gone. There will be no more temptation! (Some Christians will
need to undergo greater changes than others.) In addition, we will have bodies fashioned
like unto His glorious body (Philippians 3:20, 21). Yes, as born-again believers, we
will be gloriously changed--body, mind and heart. Our temperaments, our dispositions
and everything we have and are will be fashioned according to that of our blessed Saviour.
We read of this same experience in other portions of Scripture. Never forget the fact
that heaven is a perfect place which will be inhabited by people who have been made perfect by God 1 s mercy, love and grace.
0. "Will the New Jerusalem of Revelation 21 and Isaiah 65 have any connection with the
earthly Jerusalem where Christ will reign for a thousand years?"
A. This is an interesting pairing of Scriptures together. Biblical teaching on the New
Jerusalem is one that is often neglected and many times confused. Watch carefully the
wording in Isaiah 65:17, "For behold I (this is God speaking) create new heavens and a
new earth and the former sha 11 not be remembered nor come into mind. 11 This is neither
the old Jerusalem nor is it the New Jerusalem. Jerusalem in the next verse is connected
with the earthly city where Christ is going to reign for a thousand years (verse 18).
The preceding text concerns the creation of a new heaven and a new earth. We find the
same in Isaiah 66:22. A parallel passage to this would be II Peter 3:13 and Revelation
21:1. This all takes place after the millennium. After all of God s mediatorial work
on earth has been accomplished through His Son Jesus Christ, eternity will be ushered in.
1

29

In Revelation 21 we must consider the content. The second verse . reveals the heavenly as
well as the earthly Jerusalem. New Jerusalem is coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. This does take place during the thousand year
reign of Christ on earth. At this time saints of this age as well as saints of all the
other ages will meet. It will be a tremendous divine rendezvous. The New Jerusalem is
the dwelling place throughout eternity. It goes from the millenium into eternity. It
fulfills the hope of Abraham for the heavenly city whose Builder and Maker is God.
0. 11 Who are the individuals who will receive 11 the mark of the beast, 11 spoken of in the
book of Revelation? Will born-again believers be on earth then also needing this identification?11
A. It is interesting to observe how that every incident of national and international
significance seems to cause certain people to ascribe to it this symbol of the end times.
We won't go into how ridiculous some of these become. It is never good to speculate
when Scripture doesn't give any warrant for it. In Revelation 13:16 we find the information on how the antichrist, in his insane effort to receive world-wide acclamation,
requires everyone to be identified on their right hand or on their forehead his specific
mark. Without it no one can buy or sell. (Read this entire passage through verse 18).
The number represents the incompleteness of ·man in a triad for emphasis, 666 (vs. 18).
The Church, made up of all those in this age of grace who have received Jesus Christ as
Saviour, will not be involved since we will be raptured before this ever takes place
during the Tribulation here on earth. It will certainly be a very tightly knit economy
that will be in effect during that period of time. Those during this time who turn to
the Lord will pay for their salvation with their lives. It is our conviction that only
unbelievers during the Tribulation will receive the mark of the beast. It will be necessary for their physical survival in order to eat and to live in that extremely difficult period.
0. 11 Does Israel have all the land that was promised her through Abraham (Genesis 15:1821 )? If not, when will she get possession of it, and what are the modern boundaries for
th i s te rri to ry? 11
A. In addition to the passage you have mentioned there are other portions in this first
book which deal with the gift of the land to Israel. All of them should be studied to
give a complete picture. The Lord made a special covenant with Abraham in reference to
the land. The geographical area is 11 from the river of Egypt unto the great river, the
river Euphrates." Then, too, the title deed spelled out the area by listing the various
tribes and nations which were occupying the territory. Israel certainly does not possess
anywhere near all of this property today. At this moment she has only a small fraction
from the Jordan west to the Mediterranean Sea. Some feel 11 the river of Egypt" refers to
the Nile. Others feel it is actually a smaller stream south of Gaza, right at the extremity of the Mediterranean, in the southwestern portion of the land. Roughly speaking,
this area could be seen as from the Persian Gulf to the Nile and has been described as
the fertile Crescent.
This is vastly greater than what Israel has now. The possession
will be received fully during the millennium, when Messiah reigns on earth. Look at
Ezekiel 36:28 and 37:25 for a further description.
O. 11 When does the regathering begin for Israel? Who is responsible for this, God, the
nations, Israel, the antichrist, or who? Where are the Jews when the regathering begins
or has it already started?"
11

11

A. The modern day regathering probably officially began about 1948 with the birth of the
Israeli state. More than 30 years before, however, through England was given the mandate
to establish the Jewish people in the land of Palestine. There was a great Zionist movement which was initiated. Although a number of human instrumentalities are used, it is
ultimately God who moves upon the hearts of men. He can use any force, or a combination
30

of many, to bring to fruition His eternal plans and purposes. Ezekiel 37:21 ascribes
this final responsibility to Him, and rightly so. (There are many other passages which
do likewise.)
Although there are about three million Jews in Israel today, there are many, many more
scattered throughout the world. Every country imaginable has descendants of Abraham
residing in it. While the regathering has certainly already started, the return to the
land of promise will continue through the Tribulation and when the . Lord Jesus Christ
returns to set up His perfect millennial reign on earth.
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